Preface to the Third Edition

The reception given to this brief study in Indian
history and culture, originally published under the title
Our Heritage, has exceeded my fondest expectation, I am
keenly aware of its shortcomings and know that many of
my suggestions and hypotheses are not included in the
accepted historical tradition. Far more detailed study and
research than I could undertake will be needed before a
final decision on them can be taken* In order to provoke
thought and challenge what appear to be mere myths, I have
at times expressed my views more categorically than may be
warranted by our current information. It is however my
conviction that the picture of Indian culture I have attempt-
ed to draw is by and large truer to the facts than the story
of the conflicts of a few political personalities, which so often
passes as Indian history. It is my earnest hope that more
careful and competent historians will take up the study in
greater detail and help in providing a true and comprehensive
history of the Indian people*

Many of those who have favoured me with their views
have suggested the addition of a new chapter. While they
welcomed the emphasis on the process of cultural unification,
they felt that a brief account of the political events would be
useful to those who are unfamiliar with Indian history.
It would have been impossible within the available time
and space to give a full account of the political history of
India, but I have tried to supply a bare skeleton of event?
in an introductory survey. I have also added a brief post-
script on some tendencies which have become clear only
since independence.

I must however repeat what I said in the preface to the
first edition of the book. What matters in Indian history is
fltot the story of the clash and conflict of prince and princeljjng
but the silent and massive flow of the life of the people which